Schizophrenia susceptibility genes: in search of a molecular logic and novel drug targets for a devastating disorder.
Schizophrenia is a devastating psychiatric disorder that affects approximately one percent of the population worldwide. We argue that the efforts to decipher the genetic causes of schizophrenia have reached another turning point and describe evidence supporting some of the major recent genetic findings in the field. In addition, we identify some general areas of caution in the interpretation of these findings and addresses the promise this recently acquired knowledge holds for the generation of reliable animal models, characterization of genetic interactions, dissection of the disease pathophysiology and development of novel, mechanism-based treatments for the patients.